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NEW SOVIET TRADE FIGURES SUGGEST THAT THE SOVIET UNION 
HAS GAINED FROM HIGHER OIL PRICES. VOA CORRESPONDENT MARK 
HOPKINS SENDS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT FROM OUR EUROPEAW 
BUREAU. 

VOICE: 

THE FIGURES SHOW THAT LAST YEAR THE SOVIET UNION DIVERTED 
AN INCREASING SHARE OF ITS OIL TO WESTERN MARKETS -- WHERE THE 
SOVIET UNIOH COULD PROFIT FRG: THE HIGHER WORLD OIL PRICES. 
AT THE SANE TIME, EAST EUROPEA! COMMUNIST COUNTRIES INDICATE 
THAT THEY EXPECT LESS SOVIET OIL AND HAVE BEGUN LOOKING FOR 
OTHER SOURCES, AS THEY PLAN TC THE END OF THIS DECADE. 

OFFICIAL STATISTICS SHO! THAT Ii! NINETEEN SEVENTY-FIVE 
THE SOVIET UNIO SOLD TWENTY PERCENT MORE OIL TO WESTERN 
AND OTHER NON-COMMUNIST COUNTRIES THAN THE YEAR BEFORE. BUT 
SALES TO EAST EUROPEA:H! COUNTRIES IiiCREASED BY SEVEN AND ONE 
HALF PERCENT. THESE COUNTRIES, SOiE OF WiLICH RELY ALMOST 
ENTIRELY OW THE SOVIET UNIOi! FOR OIL, BOUGHT ABOUT SEVENTY 
HILLIOM TONS. 

THEY ARE PAYING HIGHER PRICES, TOO. THE SOVIET UHION 
INCREASED THESE LAST YEAR, ARGUIi:G THAT THE ARTIFICIAL 
SOVIET OIL PRICE FOR COMMUNIST ALLIES HAD BECOME UNREALISTIC. 

THE RESULT IS THAT EAST EUROPEAN COMMUNIST COUNTRIES 
STILL GET SOVIET OIL CHEAPLY, COHIPARED WITH WORLD OIL PRICES. 
POLAND, FOR EXAMPLE, PAYS ABOUT TWO-THIRDS THE WORLD MARKET 


PRICE. BUT COMPARED WITH THO YEARS AGO, THE OIL BILL FROM 
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HOSCOW FOR EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES HAS GOHE UP AN ESTIMATED 
TWO THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS. 

MEANWHILE, THE SOVIET UNION HAS BEEN ABLE TO EARN HARD 
CURRENCY BY DIVERTING MORE OIL TO WEST EUROPEAN MARKETS, 
AMONG OTHERS. IT BOOSTED EXPORTS BY NINE MILLION TONS TO NON- 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES LAST YEAR, THUS BRINGING IN GREATER 
PROFIT ON THE WORLD MARKET THAN WITHIN EASTERW EUROPE. 
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